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The role and influence of the Internet and social networks
in the occurrence of social movements
(A case study of the Egyptian revolution)
Reza Parizad’
Seyed Mohsen Shojaei?

Abstract

This research has been written by descriptive-analytical method with the
aim of investigating the role of social networks in the occurrence of the
Egyptian revolution. The importance of this issue is accorded to the
position of Egypt in the developments of the Arab world and its regional
role in West Asia and North Africa and also to the impact of expanding the
use of Internet and social networks in politics and its effect on governance,
especially authoritarian governments of the Arabian world. The
development of communication tools has enabled networking among the
community and social networks are considered as an effective force in the
social and political phenomena of societies. Accordingly, the political and
social changes referred, to in the political literature by various titles,
including the "Islamic Awakening", the "Arab Spring" and the "Arab
Revolutions", have affected much of West Asia and North Africa, Egypt in
particular since December 2010. These political and social changes have
raised many important questions about the role of communication tools and
media in new political and social movements, so one of the important
issues in the field of political and social developments is the role of social
networks and new media. Given the growing importance of social networks
in political and social developments, the question of the present study is
what effect did social networks have on the occurrence of the Egyptian
revolution? Answering this question, the hypothesis of this article is that
social networks, as a tool for empowerment by creating a network of
dissatisfied people and increasing the political and social awareness of the
Egyptian people, have contributed to the revolution in Egypt.

Keywords: social networks, Egyptian revolution, Arab Spring,
Islamic awakening, Internet, revolution
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