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The Role and Position of Religious Diplomacy in Global Peace
Alireza Rajaei’

Mostafa Zahrani?
Abstract

With all the onslaughts and efforts of anti-religious movements in the
present era, we can observe that religion is not marginal to the currents
and transformations of our time. On one hand, there are extremist groups
presenting themselves with a religious veneer using tools of violence,
while on the other hand, we witness efforts by religious scholars and
intellectuals who, relying on the religious element and emphasizing
attention to religious diplomacy, aim not only to promote solidarity among
co-religionists and reaffirm the role of religion, but also to pursue new
endeavors aimed at positive engagement in awakening among nations,
changing attitudes towards religious teachings in the world, and promoting
peace through interfaith participation. This article, using a descriptive-
analytical approach and drawing on library sources, seeks to answer the
question: What is the impact of religious diplomacy on global peace? The
hypothesis of the article is that interfaith diplomacy, given its shared
principles inspired by divine commands, can contribute to achieving peace
by taking steps to reduce tensions and amend religious perceptions of each
other, thereby enhancing positive relations and ultimately fostering global
peace through expanded avenues of dialogue among religions. These
initiatives can be realized through interactions among governments,
individuals, groups with shared or disparate religious affiliations, and
international organizations.

Keywords: Religious diplomacy, peace, foundationalism, religion,
religious studies.
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