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Paradiplomacy in practice: examining the role of internal
(provincial) .agencies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
strengthening international relations

Hossein Hemmati'

Abstract

The internal agencies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are among the
executive agents of foreign policy at the provincial level. They play a key
role in facilitating international interactions and strengthening
paradiplomacy. This research is conducted with the aim of investigating
the role and importance of these agencies to realize the goals of internal
diplomacy and the development of international relations of the provinces.
Here focusing on the concept of paradiplomacy, we will ask how these
agencies as a bridge between the central government and the provinces,
can facilitate the strengthening of the international interactions of the
provinces? Based on the findings of this research, these agencies can play
a role in attracting foreign investment, developing business relations,
promoting Iranian and Islamic culture and civilization, and solving
consular and immigration issues by using local capacities and knowing the
potentials of each province be effective. Also these agencies actively
participate in the explanation and implementation of foreign policies
according to the needs of each province through the creation of extensive
communication networks with government organizations, the private
sector and civil society at the provincial level. Finally in addition to
examining the existing challenges, suggestions are provided to strengthen
the role of these agencies. In this article, the qualitative research method
(descriptive-analytical type) .has been used and the required data has been
collected from various sources, including books, scientific and research
articles and other related documents.

Keywords: paradiplomacy, internal (provincial) .agencies,
international relations, local capacities
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