____________________________________________________

I | F F I

Comparison of the Impact of the Two Paradigms of Energy and
Identity on Turkey's Accession to the European Union
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Abstract

This article examines the impacts of identity and energy on Turkey's
accession process to the European Union. Given the increasing importance
of energy resources and Turkey's geographical position as an energy
bridge, as well as the role of cultural and political identity in EU
policymaking, this paper aims to explore how these two factors influence
the decision-making of European countries regarding Turkey's
membership. The main focus of this article is on the varying attitudes of
EU member states and how these attitudes affect Turkey-EU relations. By
concentrating on identity and energy, this study seeks to enhance
understanding of the challenges and opportunities in these relationships
and analyzes the various dimensions of these impacts. The central question
is: how do the two paradigms of energy and identity affect Turkey's
accession to the European Union? Analyses indicate that cultural and
social identity has played a more significant role in European decision-
making. The findings suggest that while Europe has pursued various
policies to secure energy resources, the cultural and identity-related
concerns regarding Turkey significantly complicate its collective identity.
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