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The imposed war and the discursive transformation in the foreign policy
stances of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Alireza Sahraie’

Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to analyze the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic during the imposed war and the process of transformation of
Iran's foreign policy from liberal nationalism to revolutionary Islamism during
the aforementioned period, as well as the impact of events and discursive
confrontations at the domestic level of Iran on Iran's foreign policy during the
period in question. Following the Islamic Revolution and the rise of the
Islamic Republic of Iran over the Persian Gulf and the Middle East, a new
wave of positions and ideas entered the field of Iranian foreign policy and the
structure of international relations. Therefore, the epistemological
foundations, identity, and ideas shaping the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran changed to a significant extent. After the Islamic Revolution,
the Iran-Irag War was also the most important event that ended the history of
Iranian political and social developments in the twentieth century. Therefore,
in this study, the main research question is formulated as follows: "What
impact has the process of the transformation of the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran from liberal nationalism to revolutionary and
jurisprudential Islamism during the imposed war of Iraq against Iran, as well
as the events and discursive confrontations at the domestic level of Iran, had
on Iran's foreign policy in the period in question?" In response to the question,
the researcher concludes with the method of historical analysis, especially its
narrative type, that in the period between the fateful years of 1978 and 1981,
the contradictory nature of internal and discursive forces within Iran has
caused important changes in the orientation and stances of the foreign policy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the two discourses of liberal nationalism and
revolutionary Islamism.
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