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The Approach of Western-Oriented and Indigenous-Oriented Thoughts
on Development from the Constitutional Era to the Islamic Republic of
Iran

Masoud jabbari maleki’

Mohsen Rostami?
Abstract
In contemporary Iranian history, two major intellectual currents—Western-oriented
and indigenous-oriented thoughts—have continuously competed and interacted with
each other, significantly influencing the country's political, social, and cultural
transformations. This article aims to examine the historical impact of these two
discourses on Iran's political development, with the central question being: How have
the approaches of Western-oriented and indigenous-oriented thoughts toward
development evolved from the Constitutional era to the Islamic Republic of
Iran?Findings indicate that from the Constitutional era to the Islamic Republic, these
two perspectives have played a key role in shaping different development paths in
Iran. During the Constitutional era, Western-oriented movements sought to adopt
modern concepts such as democracy, human rights, and the separation of powers,
striving to reform Iran's political and social structure by implementing Western
governance models. In contrast, indigenous-oriented thoughts emphasized preserving
Islamic and Iranian identity, resisting the excessive influence of Western culture and
the adoption of foreign institutions.This ideological conflict persisted during the
Pahlavi period, where the regime emphasized modernization and Westernization in an
attempt to transform Iran into a modern, Western-style society. However, religious
groups and certain cultural elites continued to advocate for indigenous principles and
Islamic values. With the victory of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the indigenous-
oriented perspective gained dominance, and the Islamic Republic of Iran was
established based on Islamic principles while rejecting Westernization. This period
placed greater emphasis on political, economic, and cultural independence and the
restoration of Islamic-Iranian identity. This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method and is based on library research sources.
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