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The Prospect of Arab-Israeli Normalization After Hamas’s
October 7 Attack from the Perspective of Balance of Threat
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Seyed Amir Niakouei’

Abstract

In recent decades, some Arab countries have sought to normalize
relations with the Zionist regime, but this process has consistently faced
a deep divide between ruling elites and Arab public opinion. The Hamas
attack on October 7, 2023, under the name Operation Al-Agsa Flood,
once again exposed this reality and posed a serious challenge to the
imposed peace-building efforts. Contrary to the common claims that
portray Iran as the shared threat to both Arabs and Israel, recent
developments have demonstrated that the Palestinian cause remains the
primary concern of the Islamic world, and the Resistance AXis
continues to enjoy widespread public support in the region. The Islamic
Republic of Iran, by supporting the resistance and opposing unjust
peace initiatives, has managed to play a strategic and influential role in
regional developments. The Hamas attack not only delayed the
normalization process but also led to policy reconsiderations in some
countries and strengthened the position of the Resistance Axis in the
region.

Keywords: Israel, Arabs, normalization of relations, balance
of threat, October 7 attack, Al-Aqgsa Flood.
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