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Environmental Threats Arising from Classical Wars
Ali Jahanshah'

Abstract

The environment will be one of the most significant global challenges
in the twenty-first century. As regional and local conflicts escalate,
belligerents consistently attempt to inflict environmental damage on
their adversaries as a means to exert additional pressure. However, these
types of conflicts that result in environmental degradation do not solely
impact a single country or territory; rather, they possess an externality
component which can lead to pollution and environmental destruction
in neighboring countries or have regional and global implications.
(Majabi, 1388, p. 80). The utilization of new technologies in
contemporary wars, particularly in the development of unconventional
weapons, has heightened destructive capabilities, subsequently leading
to substantial environmental degradation worldwide. Unfortunately, the
current state of the environment is dire, with a large portion of this
ecological damage attributable to war-related pollutants.

War pollutants are classified into three categories: physical, chemical,
and biological. Each contributes uniquely to the loss and contamination
of Earth's ecosystems.

Key Words: Environment, War, Conventional Weapons,
Unconventional Weapons, Pollutants, Ecosystems, Earth
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ml, War and the Environment, by Claire Inder



