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The view of the Iranian elites on the differences between the
United States and Europe under Trump

Mohammad Reza Dehshiri 1- Zahra Emami > Milad Elahi Nia®

Abstract

Trump's unilateralist policies, with the slogan "Make America Great Again"
were met with dissatisfaction from European allies as the European Union
seeks to establish itself as an independent global player and gain
international standing, and is willing to comply with its policies. The United
States is not unilateral. In the meantime, it seems that the differences and
divergence of the two sides provided a good opportunity to secure Iran's
national interests after Trump's withdrawal from JCPOA and the imposition
of unilateral US sanctions; although in practice such a result was not
achieved. This present study, using a combination of libraries and
guestionnaires with SPSS statistical analysis, seeks to answer the question,
why despite the differences between the United States and Europe during the
Trump era, it was not possible to ensure Iran's strategic interests in
exploiting the differences between the two actors? The findings show that
despite differences between the United States and Europe under Trump in
areas such as the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the withdrawal of the
Paris environmental treaty and JCPOA, the Brexit, unconditional support for
Saudi Arabia, transatlanticism, NATO, Russia and EU relations, US
unilateralism has not been able to secure Iran's national interests because the
unanimity of European and American leaders 'perceptions of each other and
their understanding of Europe and the United States' position in the
international system has provided the basis for Iran's strategic limitation in
regional and international operations.

' Professor at the Faculty of International Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Tehran, Iran Mohammadreza-dehshiri@yahoo.com
2 M.A of Middle East and North Africa Studies Mofid University of Qom, Iran.
Z.emamil393@yahoo.com
3 M.A of Middle East and North Africa Studies Mofid University of Qom, Iran.
Www.elaheeniamilad@gmail.com
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